The modern theory of renal excretion explains very rationally the polyuria of diabetes?this polyuria being due (1) to the excessive amount of water taken, and (2) to the inability of the kidneys to concentrate the urine against the osmotic pressure offered by the concentrated sugar solution in the tubules,?sugar being a nonthreshold substance, none of it would be reabsorbed.
Albuminuria from renal disease and cardiac failure would be explained by the modern theory as being due to a change in the permeability of the filtering membrane.
